ADDRESS of the LONDON CORRES- 
PONDING SOCIETY, united for the Pur- 
poſe of obtaining Univerſal Suffrage and 


Annual Parliaments, to the various Pa- 
TRIOTIC SOCIETIES Of GREAT BRITAIN, 


CITIZENS! 'S 


Its is with equal farprife mit indignation that this Society have 
| beheld the late rapid encroxchments made by ſome of the 
_ conſtituted powers in this country upon the freedom of Britons— 
e attacks bitherto unparellelcd, ſince tlie d. ſaſtrous days e 
Cn ARLES the Firſt, and Jaws the Secand) that have been 
ſucceſſively made upon the conſtitutional and natural ri; ohts of 
the ſubject; the flagrant attempts on the perſonal ſecurity of in- 
_ dividuals, by an infamous inguiſitarial ſyſtem of SPIES and IN 
| FORMERS, and formal proceſſes of PERSECUTION FOR 
OPINION, and the unqualified attempt to annihilate the intel- 
lefual progreſs of man by the ſuppreſſion of what has hitherto | 
been held as our b:rthright and peculiar prerogative—the free and f 
peaccable enquiry into the PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION, 


and the practices of the EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT, 


CITIZEN IS! 


We are well aſſured of your ympatl iy in the feelings which 
kheſe alarming, and (fince the REVOLUT ION THAT PLACED 

THE PRESENT FAMILY UPON THE THRONE) unprecedented 

ſtretches of Prerogative have excited! in our boſoms; and more 
85 eſpecially 1 in the Horror and execration with which we cannot ccaſe 
to contemplate the condut G certain MAGISTRATES, particu- 
| larly i in the TOWN and COUNTY. of EDINBURGH ; where, 
in direct VIOLATION, nat only of the GENT.RAL PrIxCIPLES, 
but if the EXPLICIT and AVOWED MAXIMS beth of the COM- | 
| MON and ST ATUTE LAW Fa the Country, unprecedented 
affronts, and even PERSONAL VIOLENCE (to the ſcandal of 
FREEDOM and JUSTICE) have been cxerted to interrupt and 
diſperſe a legal, peaceable, and enlighened aſſembly of PATRIOTS» 

_ whoſe conſtitutional exertions for ring the abuſes if our 
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION, and redreſsing thereby, 
the GRIEVANCES under which we labour, demand, inſtead 


of 6 proſeentione finer, peas and TRANSPORTATION, 


. 


Civic Crawns fron their Country, and the Hope endAdniration 


of Aankind. 

__ CITIZENS! 

Thor ch we are of no party, and behold with perfect mater 
ence, the ſtruggles and contentions of inter ed factions, v e be- 


lieve there can be, at this time, but one opinion (among 08 
men, pen; 72 ens, and cupectauss alone excepted) concerning the 
conduct and principles of the ara ALS RAT ION | 
An AdminiRralion which has not only advanced with unparal- 
leled boldneſs in its repeated attacks upon our CONSTITU- 
TIONAL LIBERTY ; but has plunged alſo, in hitherto unh card 
of IN FANTY, the once awful name of Britain—an Adminifira- 
Don w hich, not content with everwhelming in WANT and Mi- 
SERY the PEOPLE for whoſe pr roſperity it was their duty to pro- 
vide, and endengering thcCOxSTITUTION which they pretended 
ſo ſervilely to adore, by p- ecipitating the nation into an UNJUST. 
and RUINOUS WAR, has conduQed that war, not upon the 
open and magnaninions princit bes upon which this country had for- 
merly uſed to pride itſelf, but upon a new fangled and EX 
travagant fy lem of CORRUPTION and 1 REACHERY, 
and, by t the peculiar abſurdity, as well as the meanneſs' of its 
meaſures has brought a STAIN upon the NATIONAL CA- 
RACTER of BRITAIN, which nothing but the atteſted diſap- | 


3 probatian of the fegple can obliterate from the memory of Eu- . 


rope — An adm viſerulian which, not content with theſe erterna? 
Hains with wich it has blotched the ance fair character of the - 
country, has introduecd, al o ACCU? !ULATED DISEASES 
and CORRUPTIONS int its very vital under the deceit- 
0 ful and inſinuating title of Afeciations Jar the Frotection of liberty ; 
aud property, has publickly patroniſed a new ſpecies of STAR 

| CH AMBER INQUISITION (an inſtitution ſo juſtly exe- 

rated in the TYRANNICAL REIGNS of the Stewarts) ; 

—and has either flagitiouſly authoriſed or ſup! inely ſuffered the 
inferior magiſtracy to trample on the ſacred boundaries meant to 
ſecure the libertics of the people, to exceed the confiitutional | 
limits of their authority, and to make. the civil arm an engine 
of violence and depre- Jation. 
CITIZENS: - 

We wish to be dandid! in the midſt of all the cenſures Which 


1 


| njuſtlee forces from our lips; and it is therefore that we make 


it a matter of doubt (it not having yet been proved) whether 
the illegal inſult we have received, and the deep wound that has 


been given to the yet remaining liberties of Britain, in the 


e of the ſeveral Dele ates of the Britiſh Convention, 


whoſe perſons and papers have ſo unlawfully been ſcized and 


made the ſubjects of unprecedented proſecutions, were committed 


or not by the expreſs orders of his Majeſty's Miniſters. To us, 


however, it appears that a violation ſo open and flagitious of 


every natural and conſtitutional right, would not have been ven- 
tured upon by theſe inferior engines of authority, without the 


encouragement and aſſured protection of higher powers. 
CITIZENS! it is neceſſary that theſe eireumſtances ſhould | 


be boldly and ſeverely inveſtigated—it is neceffary for the pro- 
motion of this inveſtigation, that the F riends of Liberty ſhould 


act with unanimity . and concert; and it is therefore that we 


5 thus, in a body, addreſs y our reſpective Societies. 


By what means ſhall this concert be effected? Though in 
Scotland all law and liberty have been violated to cruſh afloci-. 
ation and enquiry, remember that, if we have the will, we have E 
Jet the power in this or any other part of Egland to aſſemble, 


by a ſtill more general delegation (and we recommend it to vou 
to hold yourſelves in preparation for ſuch a meaſure, ſhould it 


Bs : fgund neceſſary) to co-operate in the conflitutional meaſures 
of © our Committee of Convention yet aſſembled, Exigene 
may ariſe! in which we ought not to truſt to the flow, the pre- 


carious, and imperfect intercourſe of epiſtolary correſpondence z 
and the friends of liberty ought to be, and we truſt they are ra- 


ls bg 


5 ther animated than 1n{1m:dated by the 0pp0! itiont! ney have mety ith 8 


and the treatment of their glorious and enlightened champions. 
But independent of the ſpecific mode of co-operation (upon 
which we anxiouſly expect your ſentiments} there is a particular 
meaſure, which, with your approbation and concurrence, we 
wiſh to adopt, namely, a Remonftrance to each of the three 


, branches of the Leoifla ature againſt the dangerous innovations 


which prerogative and miniſterial artifice are making upon the 
valuable parts of our Laws and Conſtitution the ſyſtem of ſpics O 


and perſecutions—the uſurpations of inferior magiſtrates 


and particularly the alarming tranſactions of thi e police and 


6:43 
courts of law in Scotland, where all ſhadow of Liberty ſeems 
annihilated by the rod of power 


that mvincible ſpirit alone 
_ excepted that reigns in the hearts of a brave. and calightenes 
. 1 
CITIZENs, we wiſh, in this rmatonfirante; to demand an 
immediate enquiry into the nature of our conſtitutional rights; 
the inftruQions (if any) which the Judges and Magiſtrates have 
recci ved, relative to their alarming conduct; the authority by 
which ſuch inſtructions (if real) have been given, and juſt and 
conſtitutional vengeance upon the heads of thoſe who ſhall be 
| found to have been the real violators of ſuch laws as were meant 
for the protection of liberty, and the happineſs and proſperity 
of the people. 


Such, Fellow Citizens, is the ate relative to which We 
; cal upon you for your immediate opinion. If in ſuch a mea- 
ſure you will co-operate with us, let us know; without delay, 
the propoſed means of your co-operation. Should any other 
appear more adviſable, we thall be happy: to bas 7 "your: ſenti- 
ments v itzout delay. 


In the mean time we remain, 
in all the zeal and ardour of the love of f liberty, 
| Yours, Es 


Tr: iE LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


Reſolved at a General Meeting oj the fat id Socurty, held on Monday the 
20th of Fant 219, 1794) that a prenied Copy of the above Letter x 
- ſent, without Delay, lo the Secretartes and | Charry men of the Tefpetitue 
2 triotic Socrertes 23 Great Britain and Ir land | 


RESOLVED}, tbat during the enſuing Seſſion of Parliar 2ment; 
theGeneral C e of this Socie Ly do meet daily, ſor the purpole = 
of watching the proceedings of the Parliament, and of the Ad- 
min firation: of the Government of this Country. And that 
upon the firſt IDtFOGUEL on of any bill or motion inimical to the 
liberties of the Ferne de, ſuch as for LAN DING Fo REIGN TROOPS IN 
GREAT BRITA IS or IR LaN b, for SUSPENDING THE HaBEAS 
CORPUS AUT ſos PROCLAIMING MARTIAL Law, OF for PRI 
VENTING Tn PLOPLE FROM MEETING IN SOCIETIES FOR. 
- ConSTITUT3ONAL INFORMATION, Or any OTHER INNOVATION 
of a ſimilar nature, that, on any of thele emergencies, the General 
Committee 1 zal iſlue ſummonſe: 3 to the Delega.es of exch diviſion, 
and allo to the Sceretaries of the different Societies affiliated and cor- 
IC ſponding with this Society, forthwith to call a GENERAL. 
CONVENTION OF THE PEOPLE, to be held at ſuch place, 
end in ſuch a manner as ſhall be ſpecikied i in the ſummons, tor the 
purpoſe of taking ſuch me alures into their conſideration. 

J. MARTIN, Chairman. 
T. HARDY, Secretary. 
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courts of law in Scotland, where all ſhadow of Liberty ſeems 
annihilated by the rod of power that mvincible ſpirit alone 


excepted that reigns in the hearts of a brave and enlightened. 
people. 


CITIZENS, we with,” in this imorAirgnes, to demündd am 
immediate enquiry into the nature of our conſtitutional richts; 
the infiruQions (if any) which the Judges and Magiſtrates have 
received, relative to their alarming conduct ; the authority by 
which ſuch inſtructions (if real) have been given, and juſt and 
conſtitutional vengeance upon the heads of thoſe. who ſhall be 
found to have been the real violators of ſuch laws as were meant . 
for the protection of liber ty, and the e and proſperity 
of the people. 

Such, Fellow Citizens, is the meaſure relative to which we 
call upon you for your immediate opinion. If in ſuch a mea- 
ſure you will co-operate with us, let us know, without delay; 
the propoſed means of your co-operation. Should any other 
appear more adviſable, we thall be PF - to have ' your ſenti- 
ments v ithout delay 7 | | 
In ͤ che mean time we remain, 
m all the zeal and ardour of the love of liberty, 

| Fours, 


| THE LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
Reſolved at. a General Meeting of the ſe: d Socirty, held on Monden dle 5 


20th of Fanvary, 179 , that a þ rented Copy of the above Letter 8 


-fent, without Det: „ to. the Secretartrs and C A417 men e 
bad z riot Societies in Great Britain and Ir la ind. | | 


- RESOLVED), tbat during tlie enſuing Seifion of Parlia ment; 
the General Conmittee « this Socic iy do meet daily, for the ron ; 
_ of watching Ho proceedings of the Parliament, and of the Ad- 
- miniſtration of the Government of this Country. And that 
upon the OY iptrodue ction of any bill or motion inimical to the 
liherties of the people, ſuch as for LANDING Fort1GN TROOPS IN 
GrxEaAT BRITA Nr IRLAND, for SUSPENDING THE HastaAs 
\ Conrus A0, for PROCLAIMING MARTIAL LAW, OF for PRFF# 
VENTING In PEOPLE FROM MEETIxG, IN SocttTiES FOR 
ConSrivuTiONAL INFORMATION, or any OTHER INNOVATION 
of a {imiar f AR on any of theſe: emergencies, the General 
Committee mall iſtue ſummonſes to the Delega.es of each diviſion, 
and allo to the 8 of the different Societies affiliated and cor- 
reſponding with this Society, forthwith to call a GENERAL 
CONVENTION OF THE PEOPLE, to be held at ſuch place, 
ond in ſuch a manner as ſhall be ſpeciked 1 in the ſummons, tor tha 

purpoſe of taking ſuch meaſures into their conſideration, 
| J. MARTIN, Chairman. 
T. HARDY, Secretary. 


